








MICROSCOPIC FLAWS on metal surfaces are more 
easily detected when inspection is carried out under 
sodium light, according to recent experiments in the 
G-E Illuminating Laboratory. The explanation lies in 
the monochromatic quality of the light, which permits a 
sharper eye-focus because the light is all of the same 
wave length. In addition, the yellow wave band falls 
in the region of maximum eye sensitivity. 





THE ARC-BACK PROBLEM, in circuits where one or 
more mercury-arc rectifiers are employed, is being 
successfully met with this new G-E air circuit breaker 
(Type AG-1). Use of the new breaker lessens the possi- 
bility of power interruptions where direct current is 
used for purposes such as the manufacture of aluminum 
and other electrochemical processes. A_ high-speed 
current directional trip starts the action of the breaker 
in less than one-half cycle. 
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FIVE DEGREES OF BRIGHTNESS for run-way and con- 
tact lights at airports are available at the turn of a 
switch, using this new G-E autotransformer. With the 
new 5-tap unit, 100%, 30%, 10%, 3%, or 1°%% of normal 
brightness can be obtained, thus making it easy to 
reduce the range at which an airport can be spotted 
by enemy planes, while supplying enough light for 
incoming friendly planes. 
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STRAIN ON MACHINE-TOOL PARTS can be deter. 

































mined while the machines are in regular production—by 
means of this G-E electric strain gage, which uses elec. 
tronic tubes. The gage operates an instrument, or can 
be arranged to sound a signal when a predetermined 
degree of strain has been reached, thus forestalling 
machine breakdown. 





MEASUREMENT OF THE “CREEP” of metals, an ope! 
ation which formerly required constant observation 
of the metal sample under test through a microscope, 
is now done automatically by an electronic device— 
at the General Electric Research Laboratory. Ai 
‘‘electric eye’’ watches the interruptions of a light beam 
makes it possible to measure an extension of a wit 
sample as small as 1/10,000 of an inch while it is bein 
heated in a glass cylinder. 


YOUR ENGINEERS serving industry and other usels ° 
electric energy have an important war job to do in helpin 
to make the most of our power resources. Electrical ide 
such as these, though sometimes minor in themselves, °° 
add up BIG when widely applied — frequently sow"? 
energy, man power, and critical materials. General Elect" 
is ready to assist in the cause of conservation by supply"? 
further information or application aid wherever belt’ 
electrical utilization can help to win the war. Gene 
Electric, Schenectady, New York. 
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Far-Reaching 


Changes 


in WPB’'s New P-46 Order 


Upping of AA-2X emergency ratings, recognition of essential industrial 


maintenance, new base for calculating quotas for purchases, 


withdrawals and inventories, all anticipated by “43 


A new P-46 order for utilities’ re- 
pair and maintenance, containing a 
number of far-reaching changes in 
existing priorities machinery, is being 
prepared by WPB’s power division. It 
is expected that the new order will be 
issued before the end of the year. 

Up-rating of the present AA-2X rat- 
ing available to utilities for emer- 
gencies in the top priority bracket of 
AA-1 is a certainty in the new order. 
WPB has announced that. effective 
with the new year, essential industrial 
maintenance will be eligible for equal- 
ity with top military items in obtaining 
needed materials. It is probable that 
utilities will get blanket authorization 
to use the AA-1 for a specified volume 
of maintenance. similar to the present 
30 percent quota for the AA-2X. 


New Base for Quotas 


Another vital anticipated change in 
P-46 is abandonment of the present 
1940 base in paragraph F of the or- 
der fo) calculating quotas for  pur- 
chases, withdrawals, and inventories of 
materials. A new base geared to more 
recent maintenance experience under 
wartime restrictions can be anticipated 
for purchases and withdrawals. Im- 


portant to utilities is the fact that this 
change probably will not reduce pres- 
ent volume of maintenance operations, 
but rather will bring quotas more in 


line wit ictuality. Even the 40 per- 


cent fou (juarter reduction in trans- 
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mission and distribution quotas under 
P-46 gave most companies greater lee- 
way than could be utilized. 

Inventory limits also can be expected 
to be removed from the 1940 base 
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WILSON NAMES CORDINER—Charles E. 
Wilson, WPB Production vice-chairman, 
has named Ralph J. Cordiner, above, 
former G.E. executive and for the past 
three years president of Schick, Inc. (elec- 
tric razors), to the newly created WPB 
post of director general for war production 
scheduling. When Wilson was made a 
G.E. vice-president Cordiner succeeded to 
his old position as manager of G.E.’s 
appliance and merchandise department 


and the restrictions rewritten to con- 
form with new WPB policies coming 
in with the Controlled Materials Plan. 
A number of other procedures and 
administrative changes also are being 
written into the order to bring into 
the orbit of CMP, which gets a “test 
run” in the first two quarters of 1943 
and is scheduled to become mandatory 
thereafter. 

Acceleration of the trend toward re- 
quiring utilities to look first for mainte- 
nance items in excess stocks of other 
companies before using priorities to 
compete for inadequate stocks of raw 
materials, can also be expected. The 
current order requires that utilities ob- 
tain 75 percent of all transmission and 
distribution wire, cable and busbar 
needs from surplus stocks. Soon WPB 
will require that utilities first attempt 
to obtain all maintenance needs from 
existing stocks, 


FPC-E.E.I. Work Out 
Simplified Reports 


140-page Form No. 1 may 
now be duplicated 


A simplified procedure for preparing 
and filing copies of FPC Form No. ] 
through use of die-stamped blank 
stencil sheets which, when filled out, 
can be run off on duplicating ma- 
chines, has been worked out by the 
Federal Power Commission and the 
Edison Electric Institute. 


Cooperative Venture 


The move is one of two cooperative 
ventures undertaken by the agency 
and the institute which the Bureau of 
the Budget characterizes as an “excel- 
lent example” of how trade groups and 
Government units can work together 
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to simplify Government’s data-collect- 
ing requirements upon industry. 

FPC Form 1 is the annual report 
required from all Class A and Class 
B utilities under the Uniform System 
of Accounting provisions of the Fed- 
eral Power Act. The form is about 140 
pages long. covering data on all oper- 
ating and financial activities of the 
companies. In addition to filing the 
required three copies with FPC each 
year, utilities file the same report with 
the Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion and state regulatory agencies, and 
usually require a number of copies 
for internal system use. Until now. 
most companies made a number of 
hand-typed “runs” of the report. 

The original stencil dies for the 
new procedure. which will be avail- 
able for the 1942 report due next year. 
are being made by the A. B. Dick Co. 
and are being proof-read now by FPC. 
Distribution plans are not complete 
but it is expected the blank stencils 
will be available through E.E.I. The 
stencil pages are reduced to the stand- 
ard 8x11 page size, and FPC will 
revise its rules to permit filing of 
mimeographed copies instead of the 
usual slightly larger forms. 


Would Extend Idea 


The Budget Bureau, it is under- 
stood, is studying ways for extending 
the idea to other governmental reports 
which industry in general requires in 
some quantity for filing with 
agencies or for company use. 

The other joint undertaking of FPC 
and E.E.I. involves coordination of 
FPC’s Form 213 with a similar ques- 
tionnaire collected by the Institute. 
Form 213 is a monthly report covering 
sales of energy by classes of 
sumers and other operating data. A 
revised FPC form is being prepared 
incorporating data required by both 
agencies so that utilities can send 
duplicate copies to FPC and E.E.1. 
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FPC to Strengthen 
Florida Interconnection 


The Federal Power Commission re- 
cently amended its order of May 21, 
1942, directing Florida Power & Light 
Co. and the Clay Electric Cooperative 
Association, Inc., to interconnect their 
electric facilities to alleviate power 
shortages in northeastern Florida, by 
providing for a stronger and more di- 
rect connection at Keystone Heights, 
Clay County, instead of at Starke, 
Fla., as previously ordered. The re- 
cent amended order resulted from a 
joint request of the utility and the 
cooperative. 
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THIS WEEK’S NEWS BRIEFS 


THERE WILL BE NO LIGHTING of the 
“National Community Christmas Tree” 
at the White House this year, it has 
heen decided, and only “used” orna- 
ments will be the decorations. Possi- 
bility of air attack is probably back of 
the reason for eliminating the lighting, 
but no official reason has been given. 


EMPLOYEES OF THE Eastern Oregon 
Light & Power Co. sat down to dinner 
recently in Baker, Ore., to celebrate 
their fifth National Safety Council tro- 
phy in nine years. The latest trophy 
was presented for its record of no lost 
time accident during the year ending 
last July. 


THE POWER suUPPLY at the Lombard 
Iron Works, Augusta, Ga., was cut off 
suddenly. a recent announcement said. 
Officials blamed water shortage in the 
canal. Investigation showed plenty of 
water, but the generating wheel was 
clogged with 25 huge eels, weighing an 
aggregate of 87 pounds. One meas- 
ured more than 43 inches long. A piece 
of wire had been knocked loose and 
permitted the eels to enter the wheel 
from the canal. 


Cirnton R. HANnnNa, research en- 
gineer of Westinghouse, has been cho- 
sen by/the War Production Board as 
one of ten persons to receive citations 
of “individual production merit” for 
outstanding work on war equipment. 


To HELP New YORK HOUSEWIVES 
solve wartime cooking and homemak- 
ing problems Consolidated Edison com- 
panies have installed four “Nutrition 
Corners” at district offices in Manhat- 
Bronx, Brooklyn and Queens. 
Some 25 additional centers are planned 
to go into operation by the first of the 
year. 


tan, 


IN MUCH OF THE metropolitan area 
outside Milwaukee electric meters will 
be read once in three months instead 
of monthly, according to officials of the 
Wisconsin Electric Power Co. Bills will 
be issued monthly and figured on an 
average basis. Customers wishing to 
read their own meters will be supplied 


with cards for the purpose. 


Tue SEC was postponeD from Nov. 
30 to January 18, 1943, “death sen- 
tence” hearings on the proceedings in- 
stituted against the New England Gas 
& Electric Association. 


CARNEGIE ILLINoIs STEEL Corp.’s 
Ohio works were “knocked out” tem- 
porarily -recently by an electric power 
failure and two consequent explosions. 
A high wind blew down a wire which 
wrapped itself around a_ 6,600-volt 


ELECTRICAL WORLD e@ 


power line leading from the 
house at the works. _ The power line 
short-circuited and threw the 
plants into darkness. At the same 
time electric pumps which pour 7, 
000.000 gallons of water an_ hour 
through the plant’s cooling system 
failed and the terrific heat turned the 
water in the lines to steam. Workmen 
began cooling the battery of blast 
furnaces, but the jackets of two burned 
out and when water hit the hot metal 
the blasts occurred. 


power 


three 


PREDICTING THAT WITH TEEN-AGE 
Boys being inducted there will be a 
shortage of engineers coming out of 
the colleges, Ovid W. Eshback. dean 
of Northwestern’s Technological Insti- 
tute, proposes to meet the wartime 
emergency by training women students 
as engineers. 


STARTING JANUARY 1. 1943. Cleveland 
Electric Illuminating Co. will bill its 
309.000 residential customers in greater 
Cleveland on a bi-monthly basis. The 
company estimates that the bi-monthly 
billings will relieve the postoffice of 
1.800.000 pieces of mail annually. 


Weiner Now Directs 
Civilian Supply Office 


Joseph L. Weiner. former director of 
SEC’s Public Utilities Division. has 
been appointed director of the Office of 
Civilian Supply to replace Leon Hen- 
derson, who resigned. 

OCS will serve as claimant agency 
for all civilian allocations of 
copper and aluminum under the Con- 
trolled Materials Plan which becomes 
official July 1 and under which utilities 
will obtain their supplies of these 
metals. WPB’s Power Division will be 
prime contractor for these materials, 
passing them on to utilities as secon 
dary contractors. In its function as 
claimant agency, OCS will 
materials requests made by utilities. 

Weiner went to SEC in 1938 as spe 
cial counsel, after several years with 
New York’s city government. and was 
named as director of its Public Utilities 
Division before leaving SEC in 194! 
to become assistant administrator of the 
Office of Price Administration and 
Civilian Supply. Through reorganiZ 
tions he successively became Deputy 
Director of the Division o! Civilian 
Supply of the Office of Production 
Management and deputy director of the 
Office of Civilian Supply. 
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U. S. Sues to End 
“Fluorescent Monopoly’ 


Department of Justice files complaint in U.S. District Court in Trenton, 


N. J., against seven manufacturers, two trade associations, 


and a testing laboratory, charging restraint of trade 


Attorney-General Francis Biddle an- 
nounced last week the filing of a com- 
plaint in the U. S. District Court at 
Trenton. N. J., charging seven manu- 
facturing companies, two trade asso- 
ciations and a testing laboratory with 
“monopolistic practices and restraint 
of trade in the fluorescent lighting in- 
dustry.” 

Named as defendants in the com- 
plaint were the General Electric Co., 
New York; International General Elec- 
tric Co.. New York; Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Co., New 
York: Corning Glass Works, Corning, 
N. Y.: Consolidated Electric Lamp Co., 
Danvers. Mass.; Claude Neon Lights, 
Inc. New York; N. V. Philips Gloei- 
lampenfabrieken, New York; Reflector 
Lamp ‘ Manufacturers Institute, Chi- 
cago: Fleur-O-Lier Manufacturers, 
Cleveland, and the Electrical Testing 
Laboratories, New York. 


Complaints Analyzed 


The complaint charges, among other 
things. that General Electric and _ its 
afiliate. International, agreed with the 
principal foreign lamp manufacturers 
to divide world markets. As a result, 
foreign manufacturers agreed not to 
invade the domestic market, while 
G.E. agreed not to export to the foreign 
markets. Westinghouse, the complaint 
charges. joined in the agreement in 
return for a share of lamp sales in the 
domestic market. These restrictive 
agreements stifled the growth of inde- 
pendent manufacturers, the complaint 
says, 

It is further charged that General 
Electric and Westinghouse conspired 
With certain utilities to stifle and retard 
the development of fluorescent lighting. 

Control of the sale of fluorescent 
lamps by these manufacturers and 
utilities has been extended, the com- 
Paint continues, through two trade 
associations, named above. The manu- 
lacturers ind utilities prepared specifi- 
cations for members of the two associa- 
lions covering fixtures and apparatus 
made by them, and then assured ad- 
herence to the specifications by having 
the Products tested by the Electrical 
Testing 1. ‘boratories, it is charged. 

The complaint further adds that the 


anda have strengthened their con- 
r ° ° 
* of the fluorescent lamp industry in 
the Unite: 


States through the unlawful 









use of patent licensing agreements and 
agency contracts. It is charged that 
G.E. and Corning have monopolized the 
manufacture and sale of glass tubing 
used in fluorescent lamps and that 
G.E. monopolized the manufacture of 
bases used in the lamps. 

It is charged also that, except for 
one competitor, G.E., Westinghouse and 
Consolidated manufacture all the flu- 
orescent lamps used in the U. S. for 
illumination purposes and that the first 
two companies eliminated price com- 
petition among themselves on the lamps 
they manufacture. 

The complaint further alleges that 
G.E. has entered into arrangements 
with Consolidated and with neon sign 
companies whereby the lamp markets 
of the country are divided into “indoor” 
or illumination and “outdoor” or adver- 
tising display fields. 

In the suit the government asks the 
court to cance] agreements among the 
defendants and to order the reorgani- 
zation of the business of some of them 
to restore competition. It seeks also to 





enjoin G.E. and Westinghouse from 
instituting patent infringement suits 
based on fluorescent industry patents 
or, as an alternative, that the companies 
be directed to issue licenses without 
royalties to all applicants for such 
patents. 

The Justice Department moved re- 
cently to intervene in a patent infringe- 
ment suit brought by G.E. against Hy- 
grade Sylvania Corp., only producer of 
fluorescent lamps “not under the con- 
trol and domination of G.E. and West- 
inghouse.” Hygrade Sylvania is not 
named in the present action. 


Gibbs & Hill Forms 
Utility Department 


Gibbs & Hill. Inc., consulting engi- 
neers, New York, has announced the 
formation of a department to render 
advisory and supervisory services to 
operating utilities. The organization, 
whose present activities are concerned 
almost exclusively with engineering and 
construction work for the war effort, 
created the new department to meet a 
need resulting from the current trend 
toward decentralization in the utilities 
industry, E. R. Hill, president, said. 

Roderick D. Donaldson, formerly 
vice-president of the Utility Manage- 
ment Corp. has been appointed head 
of the new department. 
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CHRISTMAS CIGARETTES—Upward of 1.300 cartons of cigarettes, “With best wishes 

for a happy Christmas,” have been mailed to service men from Chicago's Commonwealth 

Edison Co. at home and abroad. This is the second year that the company has mailed 

similar presents to its men. Last year it sent out 335 cartons of “smokes.” Shown are 

only the cartons sent to service men in the U. S. Those for men in foreign service 
were mailed in October 
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60 Jobs for Women in 


Utilities Listed by U. S. 


Types of occupation, training period required, all specified in bulletin 


of the U. S. Employment Service designed to help 


relieve critical manpower labor shortage 


United States Employment Service 
has listed 60 occupations in the elec- 
tric utility industry for which women 
are suitable workers, even though they 
are not normally employed therein. 
The bulletin is part of USES campaign 
to augment draft-riddled labor forces. 

Classifications approved for women 
range from simple to highly special- 
ized. Simple occupations include watch- 
man, porter, chauffeur and clerk. Spe- 
cialized occupations include cable 
puller and repairman, field-coil winder, 
powerhouse oiler, generator operator, 
electrical engineer, electrical tester and 
office manager. 


Four Classifications 


The 60 occupations are divided into 
four classes. including those with a 
normal training period of less than six 
months, those with training periods of 
two to six months, those with training 
periods of six months to a year and 
those requiring more than two years for 
training. 

Government estimates show 13.000.- 
000 women of working age who are 
neither employed nor burdened with 
children under 16 years of age. From 
this source will have to come virtually 
all of the replacements for and addi- 
tions to the existing labor force. As 
the draft cuts deeper into classes of 
men heretofore automatically deferred, 
women will become more and more 
widely used as replacements because 
of the assurance that they will not be 
called for military service. 


Job Titles Listed 


Job titles listed in the four classes 
established by USES follow: 

Cable puller. cable repairman, cable 
solderer, chauffeur, electrician appren- 
tice, electrician helper. field-coil winder. 
low pressure fireman, gateman, mate- 
rial clerk, motorcycle driver. office boy, 
painter helper. lead painter, porter, 
solderer, stock clerk. light truck driver. 
warehouse record and stock clerk, 
watchman. and welder helper. all are 
listed as jobs requiring less than two 
months training. 

Cable splicer, fire extinguisher serv- 
iceman, grounds keeper, paymaster, 
powerhouse oiler. pumpman stock con- 
trol clerk, tool clerk. tubing tester and 
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welder are listed as jobs requiring two 
to six months training. 

Electrical and mechanical draftsman, 
maintenance painter and combination 
welder are listed as jobs requiring 
training of six months to a year. 

Bench repairman, electrical engineer, 
electrical tester, chief electrician, elec- 
trician foreman, powerhouse electrician, 
wiring and wire running electrician, 
generator operator. ofice manager, per- 
sonnel manager, specification writer, 
stationary engineer, substation opera- 
tor, surveyor, switchboard operator and 
leader weldman are occupations requir- 
ing two or more years training. 

These titles, which vary from those 
in common use, are defined in the 
“Dictionary of Occupational Titles,” 
compiled by USES and on file in re- 
gional USES offices. 


Home Service 
Only Prize Award 


The annual prize awards adminis- 
tered by the Edison Electric Institute 
have been discontinued this year, ex- 
cept for the contest for the Laura Me- 
Call Award for achievement in the 
home service field. it was announced 
last week by C. E. Greenwood, com- 
mercial director of the Institute. 

Although there have been curtail- 
ment in home service activities, the an- 
nouncement said. there are important 
contacts to be made in promoting the 
National Nutrition Program and help- 
ing the public adjust to wartime re- 
strictions. 

The calendar year of 1942 is the 
contest period and reports should be 
submitted not later than March 31, 
1943. 


Indiana Service Corp. 
Hearing Deferred 


At the request of Indiana Service 
Corp. and its parent. trustees of the 
estate of Midland Utilities Co.. the 
Securities and Exchange Commission 
has postponed from December 14 to 
January 13, 1943, its initial hearing in 
the “death sentence” proceedings 
against the company, begun Oct. 16. 





C. J. STRIKE, president and general mana- 
ger, Idaho Power Co., signs the supple- 
mental retirement plan which provides a 
pension income for employees when they 
reach the age of 65. Robert Sessions, 
company personnel director, is standing, 
and, at right, A. J. Gamble, president of 
the Boise Trust Co. 


Idaho Power Has 
New Retirement Plan 


A supplemental retirement plan to 
provide a monthly retirement income for 
employees over 65, which supplements 
income derived from social security and 
other retirement or pension benefits pro- 
vided by law, has been established by 
Idaho Power Co. The plan becomes ef- 
fective January 1, 1943. All employees 
in the service of the company when they 
reach 65, and who have worked for the 
company an accumulated period of 
ten years or more. or who have been 
retired becavse of ill health at an 
earlier age, are eligible for monthly 
payments. 

The retired employee will be pro 
vided with an aggregate monthly re 
tirement income equal to: 

1. Two percent of the average monthly 
wage times the accumulated number ol 
years of service with the company or Its 
predecessors up to and including 25 years, 
plus + percent of the average monthly wage 
times the accumulated number of years 
of service, if any, in excess of 29 yeas, 


but not to exceed an aggregat: naximum 
of $400 per month. ; od 
2. From the total sum thus obtaimed 


' f 
there shall be deducted the amount 0 


monthly primary social security and other 
retirement or pension benefits payable to 
the retired employee, and the balance shall 
constitute the amount of the monthly re 
tirement benefit under this pla 


The supplemental retirement plan ‘4 
not an annuity agreement purchases 


through an insurance or annuity comr 
-pany. but is a plan which © ll be ad- 
ministered by the Boise Trus! Company 
through funds set aside by the com 


pany each year. 
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Court Rules for Utility 


on Niagara Water Rights 


Old grants of Niagara Falls Power, for diversion of water for power 


purposes, upheld by Court of Appeals — Way left open. 
however, for legislative action on question 


Both the Water Power and Control 
Commission and the New York Public 
Service Commission lost in decisions 
handed down by the Court of Appeals 
recently. in their efforts to control di- 
version of waters from the Niagara 
River for power purpose, and the fixa- 
tion of price to be charged to the Alumi- 
num Company of America, by Niagara 
Falls Power Co. for electric energy. 
The decisions were unanimous and the 
opinion in each case was per curiam. 


Rule Company Has Rights 


One of the decisions specifically 
denied the right of the state to compel 
the Niagara Falls Power Co. to take out 
a license and pay a reasonable rental 
for all water it. at the present time, 
diverts from the Niagara River for de- 
velopment of water power. The decision 
sustained the company’s argument that 
three 50-vear-old statutes making per- 
petual grants to predecessor companies 
place the company beyond the reach of 
the more recent state conservation law. 
The nature of the ruling, however, put 
the right to make such regulations in 
the hands of the Legislature. 

The company is diverting approxi- 
mately 20.000 cu.ft. of water per second 
from the river. Since 1936 it has paid 
the state a rental for diversion of about 
1,000 feet. but it has refused to pay for 
the remaining 15.000 feet, contending 
that the state im 1892, 1893 and 1896 
save the company the right to divert the 
water without compensation. 

The Court of Appeals stated that it 
upheld the jower court on the sole 
round that the company, under the 
lems of Section 634 of the conservation 
law, is exempted from the licensing re- 
quirements oi that section, as having 
‘ome right “lawfully and previously ac- 
quired,” with the state’s consent to di- 
‘ett Waler from the Niagara River for 
power pur poses, 

‘Since the statute itself excludes the 
ielendan: from its coverage,” the court 
added, ° because the state itself is 
Nota party to the litigation, we make 
00 determination as to the particular 


Nature; extent of the defendant’s 
‘ights or ; rivileges as acquired from the 
‘late or a- riparian owner, or as to the 
tect thereon of the state’s reserved 
night to ontrol. regulate or license, 
“tough <i propriate legislation, the di- 


version of water from the Niagara River 
at and near Niagara Falls.” 

The Court of Appeals, in the second 
decision, denied the right of the Public 
Service Commission to direct the Ni- 
agara Falls Power Co. to file a schedule 
establishing rates to be charged for 
mechanical power sold by it to the 
Aluminum Company of America. The 
second decision stemmed from the first 
and was hased on the fact that the 
Niagara Falls Power Co. is not a 
“licensee” under Article 14 of the con- 
servation law. 

The decision further states: “The 
Aluminum Company, it plainly appears, 
is not a customer purchasing from the 
power company electrical power pro- 
duced by the latter. but is a lessee from 
the power company of real property, 
with appurtenant and expressly granted 
rights in the lessee to take mechanical 
power from the hydraulic equipment of 
the power company. We hold that 
neither Section 621 of the conservation 
law nor Article 4 of the public service 
law shows any legislative intent to cover 
a situation where the power is produced 


pursuant to a lease agreement and 
under the special circumstances of the 
case at bar.” 

The nature and wording of the rul- 
ing on diversion of Niagara river water, 
however, left the matter wide open for 
legislative action and Gov. Charles 
Poletti announced that he was direct- 
ing the Water Power and Control 
Commission to prepare legislation to 
submit to the incoming governor 
(Thomas E. Dewey) and to the legis- 
lature which convenes January 6. The 
legislation will contain two provisions, 
Governor Poletti said: (1) A provision 
that declares very clearly that the 
water power of the Niagara Falls be- 
longs to the people of the state and 
that the Niagara Falls Power Co. is 
merely enjoying a use of it, and (2) 
an amendment to the conservation law 
giving authority to the commission to 
demand that the power company pay 
a rental on the 15,000 cu.ft. per second 
of water it has been diverting without 
payment to the state. Rent the state is 
entitled to, he said, will amount to 
$1,500,000 a year. 


Clallam PUD Suit Set 


Despite the protest of the Puget 
Sound Power & Light Co., Superior 
Judge H. G. Sutton of Kitsap (Wash.) 
County has set May 3, 1943, as trial 
date for condemnation of the power 
company’s properties in Clallam County 


by the Clallam County PUD. 








WARTIME WIRING LECTURE—United Illuminating Co., New Haven. Conn., has de- 
veloped an instructive illustrated lecture on wartime home wiring for use before 
women’s clubs and other groups. Kemp B. Batchelor, above, developed the presentation, 
in conjunction with the National Adequate Wiring Bureau, and is shown with a giant 
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Corporate Revision of 
Florida Power Asked 


SEC utilities division charges “unremitting exploitation” of subsidiary 


by American Power & Light in first case involving recapitalization 


of operating electric utility 


Following the precedent established 
in the Jacksunville Gas Co. case, in 
which a federal district court recognized 
the power of the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission to order the re- 
organization of the corporate structure 
of an operating utility company (ELEc- 
TRICAL Worxp, October 3, page 69), the 
utilities division of the commission last 
week recommended recapitalization of 
the Florida Power & Light Co. on a 
basis giving publicly held securities first 
call on the benefits. It was the first case 
instituted against an operating electric 
company. 


Assails Parent Company 


Robert S. Keebler, counsel for the 
SEC. utilities division, bitterly con- 
demned the American Power & Light 
Co., major sub-holding unit in the Elec- 
tric Bond & Share Co. system, for the 
“unremitting exploitation” of its sub- 
sidiary, Florida Power & Light. “The 
record is replete with evidence,” he said, 
“that Bond & Share was master, Ameri- 
can a mere bookkeeping department in 
Bond & Share’s office, an accounting 
device for milking the operating com- 
panies on construction contracts, and 
Florida a victim of their organized ex- 
ploitation.” 

The American Power & Light Co., it 
was charged, established Florida with 
“a wholly inadequate capitalization, and 
with the deliberate intent of furnishing 
necessary equity capital only in return 
for securities purporting to be debt 
securities, outranking the publicly held 
preferred stock.” According to Mr. 
Keebler a $46,000,000 write-up of assets 
at the time Florida was organized left 
the company’s $130,000,000 capitaliza- 
tion “one-third water”. Further, he ar- 
gued that the company’s depreciation 
reserve was only $7,000,000 when it 
should have been $24,000,000, accord- 
ing to the commission’s experts. The 
utilities division, in addition, recom- 
mended that $22,000,000 of 6 percent 
debentures of Florida, owned by Ameri- 
can, be subordinated to publicly held 
preferred stock. As part of the recapi- 
talization program, Mr. Keebler recom- 
ménded to the commission that it order 
issuance of a single class of stock, each 
share to have equal voting power, in 
place of the present outstanding securi- 
ties, other than the $52,000,000 of 5 
percent gold mortgage bonds. 
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Florida’s balance sheet as of Decem- 
ber 31, 1941, showed the company’s 
plant and investments were carried at 
$130,118,918, subject to retirement re- 
serve of $6,866,047. Adjustments should 
be made, the division charged, to bring 
this figure down to $70,815,315, the ex- 
cess being represented by “water”. 
Against the $70,815,315 figure, Florida 
has outstanding $52,000,000 of first 
mortgage bonds, held by the public, 
except for $417,000 held by Bond & 
Share; $22,000,000 of debenture bonds, 
held by American; $14,266,700 of $7 
first preferred, held by the public; 
$1,347,700 of $7 first preferred, held by 
American; $940,000 of $6 first pre- 
ferred, held by American; $2,000,000 
of $7 second preferred, held by Ameri- 
can; and $30,000,000 of common, held 
by American. The total is $122,553,000. 





FIRST major utility to win the coveted “T”’ 
award, according to the Treasury Depart- 
ment, is the Los Angeles Department of 
Water and Power. On December 7— 
Pearl Harbor Day—it was announced that 
98 percent of all department employees 
were War Bond purchasers, with total 
allotments exceeding 10 percent of the 
payroll. More than $124,000 of employees’ 
earnings each month go for the purchase 
of bonds. Here R. J. Patten, president of 
the Department Employees’ Association: 
Karl Avery, commander of the department 
American Legion Post, and Robert Blodgett, 
department employee on leave, who was 
wounded in action recently, raise the “T” 
flag 


In a brief filed at the same time by 
the commission, the company and its 
parent denied the right of the commis. 
sion to order the adjustments in their 
financial structure and questioned the 
constitutionality of Section 11 (b) (2) 
of the Holding Company Act. American 
is already under dissolution orders of 
the commission and has appealed the 
commission’s findings and jurisdiction 
to the courts (ELEcTRICAL Wortp, 
August 29, page 7; October 31. page 
86). The commission, the companies 
said, had failed to approve their plan 
for reorganization submitted in 194] 
and that, since that time, market condi- 
tions for securities had worstened under 
war economy. 

Denying that the Florida Power & 
Light Co. had been “milked” by its 
parent, American, the two companies 
asserted that Florida, with American as 
its controlling stockholder, “has met 
successfully risks and problems faced 
by no other public utility company in 
the United States.” 

“No stockholder or consumer has ap- 
pealed to the commission for any sort 
of protection,” the companies’ brief said, 
“vet the commission’s staff, on its own 
motion, seeks to ‘reorganize’ a solvent 
company engaged in basic industry 
while the country is at war. 

“The proposal, in the face of these 
facts, has every earmark of imposing a 
theory of reform for the sake of theory.” 


Seacoast Dimouts 
Reemphasized by Army 


Renewed emphasis upon the impor- 
tance of dimouts along the New Eng: 
land seaboard was voiced last week 
in a supplementary release by Head- 
quarters First Service Command, Bos- 
ton, following the recent issuance of 
U. S. Army orders summarized in ELEC- 
TRICAL Wortp November 28, 1942, 
page 69. Col. H. G. Storke, AUS, di- 
rector of internal security, who is on 
the staff of Major-Gen. Sherman Miles, 
commanding the First Service Com- 
mand, pointed out that despite all that 
has been done since last May, when 
the dimout was started, a great deal 
more remains to be accomplisiied. 

The dimout regulations, as recently 
revised, require a different and more 
drastic treatment of lights visible from 
the sea than is required in places where 
the lights do not shine to sea. All lights 
visible from the seacoast, except aute 
mobile lights, must be permanently 
shielded, obscured or reduced in intel- 
sity, so that no gleam or reflection }5 
visible from any coastal point. The 
only territorial exemption under this 
provision is along that part o! the Con- 
necticut shore which is west and south 
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of Old Saybrook, Conn., on Long Is- 


land Sound. In brief, the regulations 
require the complete covering of all 
windows and doors visible on the coast 
with heavy curtains or drapes, and doors 
which are continually opened must be 
covered with a light-lock or auxiliary 
backdrop. No porch lights may be used 
on the seacoast, which also includes 
the shoreline of bays, harbors, coves 
and islands as well as open beaches. 
Even indirect shore illumination must 
not be allowed to escape seaward. 
Exterior lights in filling stations, 
parking lots, playgrounds and places of 
amusement are limited to 40-watt in- 
tensity under a 90-deg. cone shielding 
and spaced not less than 20 ft. apart, 
with additional shielding to prevent 
any gleam or reflection being seen at 
aay seacoast point. Street lights and 
trafic signals, lights used for outdoor 
manufacturing, shipbuilding, construc- 
tion work and other purposes must be 
shielded similarly. Many communities 
not directly on the shore are affected 
by this provision, since lights on hills 
or elevations several miles inland may 
be visible from the sea. Air raid war- 
dens are primary enforcing agents. 


Interior Cities Require Dimouts 


Richard E. Simpson, chairman of 
the dimout committee of the Connecti- 
cut State Defense Council, Hartford, 
recently discussed the necessity for 
dimming out lighting in that city, in 
spite of its distance from the sea. Under 
certain atmospheric conditions, he 
stated, the glare from Hartford’s lights 
might serve as a beacon for enemy 
raiders 150 miles away through the 
ability of their planes to get a bearing 
possibly before being spotted on ap- 
proach, even if the city were soon after 
blacked out. As long as the towns along 
the Connecticut shoreline were bril- 
liantly lighted. the Hartford glow was 
considered unimportant, but under 
present dimming the city’s radiation is 
strong enough to furnish skyglow ca- 
pable of silhouetting vessels many 
miles at sea. It was pointed out that 
the light from a city of Hartford’s 
size rises at least 5 miles into the air 
and can therefore be seen around the 
curve of the earth’s surface. This is 
more pronounced when a cloud ceiling 
adds to the reflection. 


First Curtailment of 
Manufactured Gas 


First regulated wartime curtailment 
of manu!actured gas, under terms of 
the over-:1l gas curtailment order L-174 
‘Comparable to the electric Order L-94) 
curred during the season’s initial 





RELIANCE MEN HONORED—On December 7, Pearl Harbor day, 160 employees of the 

Reliance Electric & Engineering Co., Cleveland, were presented with American flags 

at dinners in honor of their unbroken attendance records as war production soldiers. 

J. W. Corey. vice-president in charge of sales for Reliance, is shown presenting flags 
to members of the third shift at a 4 a.m. “dinner” 





cold wave in Battle Creek, Mich. The 
Battle Creek Gas Co. invoked the or- 


‘der by limiting deliveries to some in- 


dustrial and commercial customers and 
WPB sent Alexander Macomber, chief 
of the manufactured gas unit of the 
Power Division, to Battle Creek to 
direct additional conservation steps in 
the community. 


Bowling Green Acquires 
Electric, Water Systems 


Bowling Green, Ohio, has taken over 
ownership of the local electric and 
water utilities, Mayor E. J. Frowine has 
announced. Final approval of the sale 
by the trustees of the Associated Gas & 
Electric Co. was recently given in a 
New York federal court. The local 
companies are the Ohio Northern Pub- 
lic Service Co. and the City Water Co., 
which were under the control of the 
Northeastern Water & Electric Corp., 
a unit in the Associated system. Asso- 
ciated was ordered by the SEC to sell 
the properties. 

Negotiations for the purchase were 
begun last February by city council. A 
price of $910,000, plus current cash 
position, not to exceed $70,000, was 
agreed upon after the city made an 
initial offer of $800,000. Council re- 
cently authorized the issuance of mort- 
gage revenue bonds to finance the pur- 
chase. The properties will be super- 
vised by a board of public affairs, ap- 
pointed by the mayor, and a manager 
chosen by council and the board. 
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Approves Missouri 
Sale to Coop 


The Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission recently approved the sale of 
all the assets of Missouri Electric 
Power Co., by Central States Power & 
Light Corp., to the Sho-Me Power Co- 
operative for $2,500,000 in cash. The 
transaction is one of a series in which 
Ogden Corp. and its subsidiaries are 
engaged to effect compliance with Sec- 
tion 11 of the Holding Company Act. 

The transaction includes the waiver 
on the part of Ogden Corp. of interest 
on Central States debentures owned by 
it, the dissolution of Missouri Electric 
Power, and use of the proceeds of the 
sale to retire a portion of Central States 
first mortgage and first lien gold bonds, 
5% percent series, due 1953. 


WPB Penalizes 
Deal Electric 


The Deal Electric Co., 338 Berry 
Street, Brooklyn, N. Y., was penalized 
by the War Production Board recently 
for delivering 410,291 feet of copper 
wire to customers without required pri- 
ority ratings. Under suspension order 
S-132, issued by Ernest Kanzler, direc- 
tor general for operations, the firm is 
deprived of priorities assistance and al- 
locations of scarce materials for a pe- 
riod of four months, effective December 
2, except for the purpose of receiving 
and delivering materials on ratings of 
AA-3 or higher. 
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Make Wartime 
Meter Studies 


Several surveys on matters focussed 
by wartime conditions were instituted 
by the meter committee of the Pennsyl- 
vania Electric Association at a meeting 
in Philadelphia on December 11. One 
will explore the functional duties of 
meter record systems with a view to- 
ward simplification. Another will study 
the methods devised for routine testing 
and general administration of demand 
meters in view of their enlarged impor- 
tance in safeguarding and supporting 
system capacities. 

A third will examine the results of 
programs for testing of outdoor meters. 
Particular interest was manifested in 
the news that an Ohio company has 
acquired a second mobile unit which 
consists of a trailer carrying the test 
equipment. a truck which carries a 
power unit and a station wagon to cir- 
culate in collecting the meters for test. 
It is said to be feasible only for towns 
of 500 or more population. Some skep- 
ticism was manifested on such factors 
as parking, need of a lineman to make 
a power source available and the lack 
of confidence of consumers in off- 
premise tests. Absence of housewives 
on war work is making inaccessibility 
of meters a factor favoring outdoor 
installation. 

As a blackout measure, several utili- 
ties reported removing pilot lights from 
polyphase meters. One company re- 
ported finding an appreciable number 
of open potential coils in meters which 
have been read only quarterly to save 
travel and billing expense; the reader 
carries an extra meter with him each 
day to replace such meters and avoid an 
extra trip. Service on complaints by 
meter departments is reported no longer 
in the “fire engine” category; substan- 
tial cuts (up to 60 and 80 percent) in 
call-time were reported. A resume of 
changes authorized to date in the Na- 
tional Electrical Code, with particular 
reference to service entrances and range 
wiring, was presented by O. K. Cole- 
man of American Gas & Electric Service 
Corp. 


Clarify Electric 
Motor Order 


To clarify possible misunderstand- 
ings, WPB has amended Order L-221 
(ELcectricAaL Wortp, December 12, 
page 80), covering manufacture of 
electric motors. to make December 10 
the deadline for accepting new orders 
outside the limitations of the regulation 
and February 1, 1943, the deadline for 
deliveries of motors not permitted by 
the order. The original order merely 


10 (2040) 


set December 10 as the effective date 
for purchases outside the restrictions 
set up in the order. 


Amend Range Service 
Extension Order 
WPB has amended Order P-46-b, 


providing blanket authority for range 
service extensions under specified con- 
ditions, to permit such extensions also 
in instances where families, in moving 
into a house not equipped with a range, 
bring their own along with them. Other 
provisions of the order are unchanged. 

For a time under P-46-b, applications 
for service extensions in such cases 
were rejected, but in recent weeks 
WPB’s Power Division has authorized 
utilities to provide service upon indi- 
vidual application (ELectricAL WorLD, 
December 12, 1942, page 70 Priorities 
Problems R,). The amendment elimi- 
nates the requirement for application 
to Washington when other terms of the 
order can be met—notably. that the 
extension can be made with use of not 
more than 15 pounds of copper in the 
case of service to electric ranges. 


Master Directed 
to File on Midland 


Daniel O. Hastings. special master in 
bankruptcy proceedings of Midland 
United Co. and Midland Utilities Co., 
has been directed by Judge John Biggs, 
Jr., of Wilmington, Del., Federal court, 
to file, as soon as possible. a report on 
the claims of each of the companies 
against the other. The action came on 
a motion by Clarence V. Carruth, rep- 
resenting a committee of 
6 percent and 7 percent prior lien pre- 
ferredstock holders of Midland Utili- 
ties. a Midland United subsidiary. 

The court also took under advisement 
Mr. Carruth’s request that Mr. Hastings 
be directed to report on two sets of 
hearings previously held in the pro- 


ceedings. 


protective 


Mr. Carruth’s motions were opposed 


MEETINGS 


Previously Listed 


Missouri Valley Electric Association — Industrial 
engineering conference, Continental Hotel, Kan- 
sas City, Mo., January 13-14. |. D. Pettegrew, 
director, 1527 Sharp Bldg., Lincoln, Neb. 

American Society of Civil Engineers — Annual 
meeting, headquarters, New York, N. Y., Janu- 
ary 20-22. George T. Seabury, secretary, 33 
West 39th St., New York, N. Y. 

American Institute of Electrical Engineers—Win- 
ter convention, New York, : ., January 
25-29. HH. H. Henline, secretary, 33 West 39th 
St., New York, N. Y. 
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by Max Swiren, attorney for the trustee 
of Midland United, who recently an. 
nounced a plan, to which he said prin. 
cipal creditors had agreed, for liquida- 
tion of the two companies. Conference 
on the Swiren plan had been scheduled 
for the meeting held December 11, but 
was postponed indefinitely because of 
the illness of Hastings, the 
master, 


special 


New Lighting Group 
Organized by N.E.M.A. 


The problems of better lighting in 
both manufacturing and service indus- 
tries to meet wartime demands for in- 
creased production, improved products 
and greater safety and comfort for 
workers will be studied by the newly 
organized Industrial and Commercial 
Lighting Equipment Section of the Na- 
tional Electrical Manufacturers Asso- 
ciation, according to an announcement 
by its cnairman, E. C. Huerkamp, man- 
ager lighting sales, Westinghouse Elec- 
tric & Manufacturing Co., Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

“By combining the two N.E.M.A. 
sections dealing with industrial and 
commercial lighting equipment into the 
new section, we hope to develop ways 
and means of making the ‘lighting pool’ 
more easily available and thus provide 
a better service to industry and the war 
production effort.” Mr. Huerkamp de 
clared. “Through the new N.E.M.A. 
section and the work of its several com- 
mittees we will deal. as a representa- 
tive industry group, with every phase of 
good lighting practice. It is our purpose 
to lend all possible assistance to the 
war effort and post-war planning in 
these fields.” 

A. F. Wakefield, vice-president F. W. 
Wakefield Brass Co., is vice-chairman of 
the N.E.M.A. section and Frank J. Mar 
tin of N.E.M.A. is the recording secre 
tary. 

Announcement of the appointment of 
the following committees and_ their 
chairmen was made by Mr. Huerkamp: 
War projects, R. W. Staud, Benjamin 
Electric Manufacturing Co.; industrial 
fluorescent technical, S. R. Naysmith, 
Miller Co.; industrial incandescent tech 
nical, H. A. Barnes, Wheeler Reflector 
Co.; commercial fluorescent technical, 
W. P. Lowell, Jr., Sylvania Electric 
Products, Inc.; commercial incandes 
cent technical, G. T. Morrow, Curtis 
Lighting, Inc.; general technical, A. F. 
Wakefield, F. W. Wakefield Brass Co.; 
public information, C. W. McDaniel, 
Fostoria Pressed Steel Corp.; products 
scope, Arthur Miller, Miller Co., and 
membership, H. E. Ingraham, Holden- 
line Co. 
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KESWICK DAM—Deferred for the duration under the recent WPB order halting non-military government construction is the 

power installation at Keswick Dam in California. Ultimately two 25,000-kw. units will be installed. Part of the Central 

Valley Project, Keswick is a few miles downstream from Shasta Dam and will regulate the variable water releases coming 

from the Shasta power plant. Shown is a downstream view of the dam with the power house section under construction 

at the left. The fish trap section, providing facilities for the Sacramento River salmon rehabilitation program, is in the center. 
At the right is the spillway section, carrying the Sacramento River flow. (U. S. Bureau of Reclamation photo) 


TRANSMISSION SYSTEM AD. 
DITION—These first few yards 
of 400,000-cir.mil., 13,200-volt, 
three-conductor cable being fed 
into four-duct conduit on Cin- 
cinnati Gas & Electric Co. 
system are part of the 9,200-ft. 
underground section in a recent 
transmission system addition at 
Cincinnati. Overhead portion 
of the addition was 4,300 ft. 
long. is single circuit and has 
three No. 4/0 copper conduct- 
ors and a No. 2 static wire. 
Initial conduit construction op- 
eration on another section of 
the new line, is shown below. 
After line of trench has been 
laid out surface and concrete 
pavement is broken with air- 
powered paving breakers. At 
(his point in the construction the pavement is composed of 2 in. of asphalt and 10 in. of concrete. The Cleveland trencher exca- 
“vates only the asphalt and concrete. General foreman Howard High. left, oversees the job 


=> 
APPLIANCE SERVICE EX- 
PERTS — Establishment 
of the third General Elec- 
tric Appliance Service 
Center, at Atlanta, Ga., 
was announced recently. 
Others are at San Fran- 
cisco and Boston. Three 
principals operating the 
new service center are 
(l. to r.) J. M. Walker, dis- 
trict manager of G. E. 
appliances in the south- 
east; Paul Graves, dis- 
trict service supervisor, in 
direct charge, and Martin 
F. Donahoe, manager of 
the center's warehouse 


as 


- 


14% ae 





INDUSTRY 


IN PICTURES 


CITIZEN’—J. E. Davidson, president Nebraska Power Co., 
ith a plaque by the Veterans of Foreign Wars recently, 
nding service to the community, state and nation’. Mr. 
shown rizeiving the plaque from Col. Leo F. Crosby, state 
, who, in 1930, as commander of Omaha's American Legion 
Mr. Davidson with a citation as Omaha's “first citizen” 


COAST GUARD TRAINS—Twenty Coast Guardsmen are being trained to maintain and operate 

equipment for Coast Guard vessels at the Westinghouse East Pittsburgh work. Sixty more are 

due to take the course. Five of the trainees, all electrician’s mates, are shown above examining 

a generator stator with their teacher, chief electrician’s mate J. E. Klacking, right. Maurice Hopson, 

Westinghouse instructor, and Fred Pfister, fitter, explain construction of the coils to the men. 

Shop demonstrations supplement classroom lectures by company engineers and Coast 
Guard experts 


TIGHT FliT—Clearance between the big 25-ft. rotors and the stators of the two 75,000-kw. 

Shasta Dam generators being installed at Grand Coulee is only %th of an inch. In lowering 

the 450-ton wheel into place operators of the two power house cranes, that jointly supported the 

load, were guided by workmen, stationed around the rim, who inserted sticks between the 
stationary and moving parts to measure clearance and prevent contact 
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Output Curve 
Continues Rise 


The output curve rose again for the 
week ended Dec. 12, continuing the 
gains which, with only two recessions, 
have held since the first week in Octo- 
ber. The amount of electrical energy 
distributed by the power and light in- 
dustry ior the latest week totaled 3,937,- 
524.000 kw.-hr.. as compared to 3,883,- 
534.000 kw.-hr. registered for the week 
ended Dec. 5. Figures for the latest 
week bring the percentage of increase 
over the corresponding week in 1941 
to 13.3 percent—a slight drop from the 

| gain registered in the previous week, 
13.7 percent. 

The Pacific Coast area again regained 
its place as the number one region of 
the country in percentage gains over 
the 1941 figures: With 29.3 percent in- 
crease. a jump of over 5 percent from 
the previous week, the Coast led all 
other regions. All other major geo- 
graphic regions showed recessions from 
B 6 othe week's gains, New Eng- 
land even falling behind last year by 
0.7 percent. 

The Southern States were a close 
second to the Pacific Coast in percent- 
* age increase. 





previous 


Weekly Output, Millions Kw.-Hr. 


1942 194] 1940 
Dec. 12 3,937 Dec. 13 3,476 Dec. 14 3,003 
Dec. 5 3,883 Dec. 6 3,415 Dec. 7 2,976 
Nov. 28 3,766 Nov. 29 3,339 Nov. 30 2,932 
Nov, 21 3,798 Nov. 22 3,248 Nov. 23 2,839 
Nov. 14 3,776 Nov. IS 3,348 Nov. 16 2,890 
Nov. 7 3,762 Nov. 8 3,369 Nov. 9 2,858 
Oct. 31 3,775 Nov. | 3,380 Nov. 2 2,882 
Oct. 24 3,752 Oct. 25 3,341 Oct. 26 2,867 
Oct. 17 3,717 Oct. 18 3,313 Oct. 19 2,838 
Oct. 10 3,702 Oct. II 3,355 Oct. 12 2,817 


from Previous Year 
Week Ending 


Percent Change 

















Billions of Kw.-r. 











Dec. 12. Dec. 5 No ov. 28 
New England — 0.7 + 0.4 + 0.8 
Mid-Atlantic + 5.3 ‘ 7.4 + 5.6 
Fe Central Industrial + 8.4 + 8.5 + 7.5 
West Central +12.0 +12.1 +-13.9 
Southern States +26.5 428.7 +29.0 
# «6. Rocky Mountain + 8.1 + 9.7 + 9.9 
Z Pacific Coast +29.3 +24.0 +20.0 2.4 
a Total United States.. +13.3 +13.7 +-12.8 J F M A M J J A s 0 N D 
i 
Court Rules on on April 3. 1940. when the power December Peak Demands 
failed. The job had to be done over 





Power Failure 





If electric power fails during a manu- 
facturing process. is the power company 
liable for damages in the spoiling of 
material by reason of the failure? 

The Wisconsin Supreme Court, in a 
decision last week in the case of the 
Chrome Plating Co., Milwaukee, against 
the Wisconsin Electric Power Co. held 
that the utility not liable. The 
Supreme Court upheld Circuit Judge 
William F. Shaughnessy, who dismissed 
the suit ager a jury trial. 

"he Chrome Plating Co. was plating 
a uryer for the Marathon Paper Mills 
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at a cost of $3.948.24. The plaintiff firm 
claimed that under the law the utility 
to furnish power and 
law it was entitled to 


f $14.424.72. 


was required 
under the 


triple damages of 


same 


October Output 
in Canada Up 


Output of central electric stations in 
Canada in October amounted to 3,166,- 
186.000 kw.-hr., as compared to 3,140.- 
317.000 kw.-hr. October, 1941, the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics reports. 


in 


19, 1942 





Electric requirements of the 
principal public utility the 
country during October totaled 16,296,- 
659.000 kw.- 
over the 


energy 
systems of 
hr.. a gain of 10.7 percent 
Fed- 
eral Commission Cor- 
responding peak demands aggregated 


same month last year, the 


Power reports. 


31.067.967 kw... up 4.3 percent over 
October a year ago. Utility estimates 
of peak demands for December, 1942, 
are reported to amount to 34,916,250 
kw., 10.6 ‘percent more than the sum 
of peak demands experienced in De- 
cember. 1941. and representing a de- 
crease of 518.000 kw. from similar 


forecasts submitted in September. 
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P. A. Schoellkopf New Head 
Niagara Hudson Board 


Paul A. Schoellkopf, vice-chairman of 
the board of directors of Niagara Hud- 
son Power Corp., was elected chairman 
of the board at a directors’ meeting held 
last week. He succeeds the late Floyd 


L. Carlisle. 
Mr. Schoellkopf has been active in 





the affairs and operations of the Niagara 
Hudson System and its predecessor 
companies for the past thirty-five years. 
He has been a member of the board of 
directors of Niagara Hudson Power 
Corp. since 1929 and was its president 
from 1929 to 1933. He was then elected 
vice-chairman of the board of directors, 
the position he has since occupied. 

He is also chairman of the board of 
directors of Buffalo, Niagara & Eastern 
Power Corp. and president of the Nia- 
gara Falls Power Co. 


PE. Bruce Bynum, division manager 
for the Tennessee Valley Authority at 
Jackson, Tenn., has been elected to suc- 
ceed H. W. Meeks as manager of the 
Jackson Electric Department. Mr. 
Meeks has entered military service. He 


16 (2046) 





has managed the city electric depart- 
ment since it was formed four years ago. 
He was also president of the Jackson 
Chamber of Commerce. 


Central Maine Power 
Elects New Officers 


C. N. Perkins of Waterville, Me., was 
elected a vice-president at the first meet- 
ing of Central Maine Power Co.’s new 
directors held recently in Augusta. Fred 
D. Gordon, formerly general manager of 
the Cumberland County Power & Light 
Co., Portland, which has just been 
merged with the Central Maine, was 
also elected a vice-president. George S. 
Williams, vice-president and _ general 
manager, and William F. Wyman, gen- 
eral superintendent of Central Maine, 
were re-elected. William B. Skelton had 
previously been elected president to 
succeed the late Walter S. Wyman. 
Other officers elected by Central Maine 
were Thomas Gorham, vice-president; 
H. D. Jennings, vice-president and 
treasurer; Charles Totman, assistant 
secretary and assistant treasurer; A. T. 
Littlefield, assistant secretary; R. E. 
Brackett, Portland, assistant secretary 
and assistant treasurer; I. R. Fossett, 
assistant treasurer; W. H. Kimball, 
chief accounting officer, and G. D. He- 
garty, clerk, 

Henry W. Mertens, distribution en- 
gineer, has been appointed assistant 
division manager, western division, with 
headquarters at Lewiston and H. Laton 
Jackson, district superintendent at Nor- 
way, is now assistant division manager, 
eastern division, with headquarters at 
Rockland. Charles H. Peterson, super- 
intendent at Pittsfield, Me., has been 
made Norway district superintendent, 
and Winfield Bearce, power engineer, 
will take over Mr. Mertens’s former 
duties with headquarters at Augusta. 
Reuel B. Soule, Waterville, succeeds 
Mr. Peterson at Pittsfield. The promo- 
tions of Messrs. Mertens and Bearce be- 


come effective January 1, 1943, while 
the others have already assumed their 
new duties. These new assistant division 
managers will absorb the power con- 
sultant work formerly handled by the 
power sales staff in these districts. in 
addition to general assistance in oper- 
ating and other duties. 


C. G. Pyle to Direct 
Wholesalers Group 


Charles G. Pyle, general sales man- 
ager of Sylvania Electric Products, Inc., 
has been appointed managing director 
of the National Electrical Wholesalers 
Association with headquarters in New 
York. 

Mr. Pyle has been identified with the 
lighting industry since 1920, when he 
was placed in charge of the Pittsburgh 
warehouse of the then Hygrade Lamp 
Co. He was district sales manager in 
Baltimore when the company merged 
with the Sylvania Tube Co. in 1932, and 





Mr. Pyle became assistant sales man- 
ager for incandescent lamps of th: new- 
ly formed Hygrade Sylvania Co:}). In 
1939 he was made general sales minaget 
of the lighting division. 
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Mr. Pyle is widely known in the elec- 
trical industry. In 1936 he received the 
first of the Sales Executives Club’s 
annual awards to the “most widely 
traveled sales executive.” 


> SAMUEL S. VINEBERG has resigned as 
manager-secretary of the Electric Asso- 
ciation of the Niagara Frontier to be- 
come plant engineer of the Morrison 
Steel Products Corp. in Buffalo. Mr. 
Vineberg: has been with the Electric 
Association since 1926. For the six pre- 
ceding years he had been connected 
with the Winnipeg Hydro-Electric As- 
sociation in the capacity of industrial 
engineer. Mr. Vineberg is well known 
in the utility and electrical manufactur- 
ing industry for his work in promoting 
electrical educational activities. 


> J. KenNeTH Sarispury of the Gen- 
eral Electric Co.’s turbine engineering 
department was awarded the Melville 
Medal of the American Society of Me- 
chanical Engineers at the  society’s 
annual meeting held recently in New 
York for his paper “The Steam-Turbine 
Regenerative Cycle—An Analytical Ap- 
proach.” The Melville Medal is 
awarded each year to the member who 
has written the most original paper or 
thesis on a mechanical-engineering sub- 
ject and is given in honor of Admiral 
George W. Melville, who during his life 
was a vice-president of the society and 
chief of the bureau of steam engineer- 
ing of the U. S. Navy. 


OBITUARY 


> Currorp A. Nickie, consulting en- 
gineer for the General Electric Co., 
Schenectady, N. Y. died in that city on 
December 8, in his forty-ninth year. Mr. 
Nickle was perhaps, best known for his 
early work on synchronous machines 
and as long ago as 1926 he was collab- 
orating with Dr. R. E. Doherty, then 
a General Electric engineer, now presi- 
dent of Carnegie Institute of Technol- 
ogy. on a series of five papers dealing 
with the performance of synchronous 
Machines, presented before the Amer- 
ican Institute of Electrical Engineers, 
which laid down certain fundamental 
principles applied since in the develop- 
ment of large power systems. Born in 
Sharpsville, Pa., in 1894, he attended 
Penn State College and immediately 
after ‘raduation in 1918 he went to Vir- 
ginia Polytechnic Institute, under gov- 
€rnm: at orders to be a radio instructor, 
subsequently becoming an instructor in 
the lS. Army Signal Corps. After the 
War |. entered General Electric’s test- 
Ing course at Erie, Pa., and in 1920 
was iransferred to the generator and 
Motor engineering department. His 
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talents came to the attention of Dr. 
Doherty, and in 1923 he was again 
transferred, this time to Schenectady as 
an assistant to the late Dr. Charles P. 
Steinmetz. Mr. Nickle had to his credit 
21 + patents, electrical engineering, 
physics and chemistry being represented 
in these inventions. In addition to his 
early work on synchronous motors, he 
also contributed to the development of 
traffic timers and other special motors. 
This work resulted in a Charles A, Cof- 
fin Foundation Award. 


> Arpert KAHN, well-known architect 
and engineer, who _ revolutionized 
modern industrial design, died at his 
home in Detroit on December 8, at the 
age of 73. Applying the principles of 
mass production to architecture, he 
drew up plans for more than 1,000 fac- 
tories and buildings for Henry Ford 
alone, including the Willow Run plant; 
designed major buildings for General 
Motors, 500 factories in 25 cities of the 
Soviet Union as well as hundreds of 
other buildings here and abroad—hos- 
pitals, university buildings, office build- 
ings, newspaper plants, shipyards, avia- 
tion, naval and army bases. Mr. Kahn 
was born in the town of Rhaunen, near 
Germany’s Ruhr Basin. The family 
emigrated to the United States when 
Albert was 11 and upon settling in De- 
troit he took his first job—apprentice 
in an architect’s office. By the outbreak 
of the first World War, Mr. Kahn’s fame 
as an industrial designer was estab- 
lished. Herman Winte, electrical en- 
gineer with Albert Kahn Associated 
Architects & Engineers, Inc., Detroit, 
recently contributed a series of articles 
on “Power Design in Defense Plants” 
to the ELectricaL Wor tp, the first one 
appearing December 27, 1941. 


George L. Patterson 


George L. Patterson, founder of the 
firm of Stanley & Patterson, New York, 
died. on December 7 at St. Vincent's 
Hospital in that city, in his seventy- 
fifth year. A native of Portland, Me., 
Mr. Patterson established this whole- 
sale firm dealing in electrical wiring 
supplies in 1889. During the early days 
of radio, he was very active in the de- 
velopment of the distribution of radio 
receivers and parts to the trade. The 
firm also did a large volume of business 
in electrical appliances. The company, 
however, was best known as manufac- 
turers of Faraday electrical bells and 
fire alarm systems, and signal appara- 
tus, which were distributed throughout 
the country. The wholesale branch of 
the business was sold to Westinghouse 
Electrical Supply Co. about ten years 
ago. Subsequently Mr. Patterson dis- 
posed of the manufacturing business 
to the Schwarze Electric Co. He retired 
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from active business about five years 
ago because of ill health. 

Mr. Patterson was one of the founders 
of the National Electrical Wholesalers 
Association. 


Lieut.-Col. A. E. Herzberg 


Lieut.-Col. Alphons E. Herzberg, for 
many years manager of the transformer 
sales division of the Wagner Electric 
Corp., St. Louis, Mo., died suddenly on 
December 7, in his sixty-fifth year, 

A native of St. Louis, he had many 
years training in military affairs, chiefly 
with the Signal Corps. Before America 
entered the First World War Lieu- 





tenant-Colonel Herzberg was connected 
with the Telephone Co. of Kansas City. 
His telephone experience brought him 
his military opportunities, since follow- 
ing a training course he was commis- 
sioned a First Lieutenant in the Signal 
Corps. He subsequently was promoted 
to Captain and Major and for more 
than ten years had been with the army 
organization either on active duty or 
with the reserves. In 1928 he was pro- 
moted from Major to the grade of 
Lieutenant-Colonel in the U. S. Army 
Reserves. His latest duty assignment 
was with the 102d Division with head- 
quarters in St. Louis, as reserve signal 
officer. 

He was active in the affairs of the 
National Electrical Manufacturers As- 
sociation for a number of years. Re- 
cently he was elected chairman of the 
transformer section, the activities of 
which cover power and distribution 
transformers; he was a member of the 
specialty transformer section; chair- 
man of the N.E.M.A. representatives on 
the A.S.A. sectional committee on trans- 
former C-57, and one of NEMA’s rep- 
resentaiives on the  E.E.L-N.E.M.A. 
joint committee on standards for distri- 
bution transformers, He was also a 
member of the St. Louis Electrical 
Board of Trade and Engineers Club. 
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Crocker-Wheeler Sale 
to Western Group Ratified 


(See Front Cover) 


Stockholders of the Crocker-Wheeler 
Electric Mfg Co.. meeting at Ampere, 
N. J., December 10. voted approval of 
the purchase of the company by the 
Joshua Hendy Iron Works, Sunnyvale, 
Calif. (EtecrricaL Wortp, November 
28, page 118). The transaction involved 
payment of $3.200.000 for the Crocker- 
Wheeler assets. amounting to approxi- 
mately $11 a share. 

Acquisition of the Crocker-Wheeler 
Electric Mfg Co.. founded in 1888, was 
described by Charles E. Moore, presi- 
dent of Hendy. as naturally implement- 
ing the business of his company, one of 
the country s major producers of marine 
engines for Liberty ships, reduction 
gears and steam turbines. Crocker- 
Wheeler have been specialists in the 
design, construction and application of 
electric machinery for many years and 
at present their entire motor and gen- 
erator productive facilities are being 
devoted to the manufacture of standard 
and special electrical equipment for 
the armed forces and war industries. 


Kaiser Interests Involved 


At a press meeting following the 
Crocker-Wheeler stockholders’ meeting, 
Mr. Moore. in response to questioning, 
disclosed that the principle sharehold- 
ers of the Joshua Hendy Iron Works 
was made up of the Six Companies, 
western construction syndicate whose 
principal figure is Henry J. Kaiser. The 
shareholders. in the order of their 
importance are: the Moore Machinery 
Co., San Francisco: MacDonald & Kahn 
and the Henry J. Kaiser Co., San Fran- 
cisco; Utah Construction Co., W. A. 
Bechtel & Co. and the Pacific Bridge 
Co. of California; J. A. MacEachron 
Co., Portland. Ore.. and Morrison & 
Knudson, Boise, Idaho. 
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In eddition to its merchant marine 
work, Hendy is engaged in heavy naval 
ordnance work, It employs about 4,000 
people at the Sunnyvale plant and sev- 
eral hundred more at another plant in 
Long Beach. Calif. Crocker-Wheeler 
employs between 1.400 and_ 1,500 
people. Present personnel will be aug- 
mented by a number of management 
and production experts from the parent 
company who will assume control to 
speed up production at the Ampere 
plant. 

To assist in the dissolution of 
the Crocker-Wheeler firm, the C-W 
Liquidating Co. has been formed, it 
was announced. Officers of the present 
Crocker-Wheeler company will become 
officers of the liquidating company, as 
follows: Edward S. Perot, president; 
C. F. Poirier, executive vice-president; 
William K. Brown and William A. 
Zarth, vice-presidents, and Edward C. 
Jones, secretary. The present manage- 
ment of Crocker-Wheeler will be re- 
tained, it was said, and the name of 
the company continued. 


Huge Plant Expansion 
Reported by U. S. Steel 


United States Steel Corp. is engaged 
in the greatest plant expansion project 
in its history. costing more than $700,- 
000.000—about two-thirds of which is 
for account of the United States govern- 
ment. Irving S. Olds. chairman of the 
board of directors, announced in a 
statement reviewing accomplishments of 
the corporation and subsidiary com- 
panies during the first year of the war. 

New steel producing or finishing 
units near Pittsburgh, Chicago, Cleve- 
land, Birmingham, Duluth, Worcester, 





ANUFACTURING -MARKETS 


Mass.; Provo, Utah, and on the West 
Coast are being pushed to completion 
night and day by thousands of workers. 
Most of these units will go into produc- 
tion during the first half of 1943. 


New Orders Decline; 
Shipments Advance 


New orders received by manufac- 
turers of electrical machinery during 
the month of September declined from 
the total for August, according to the 
index compiled by the Bureau of For- 
eign and Domestic Commerce, which 


1939 1940 hero 





ELECTRICAL MACHINERY INDICES of 


‘Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce 


dropped to 399 from 491. In September, 
1941, the index stood at 304. 
Electrical machinery inventories in- 
dex advanced to 306.8 in September 
from 299.9 the preceding month. [his 
compares with 212.5 for September, 
1941, The index of electrical machinery 
shipments also advanced—288 in >ep- 
tember, 268 in August, 226 in >ep- 


tember, 1941. 
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Cutler-Hammer Holds 
Golden Anniversary 


Cutler-Hammer, Inc., Milwaukee, 
Wis., celebrated its fiftieth anniversary 
recently, when 275 employees—those 
with the company at least 25 years— 
were guests of President Frank R. 
Bacon at the Pfister Hotel. 

The present firm is the outgrowth of 
a partnership formed in Chicago in 
1892 between H. H. Cutler, E. W. Ham- 
mer, Charles Wirt and F. S. Terry. 
They formed the Chicago Electric & 
Manufacturing Co. The firm started to 
make anything from an electrical pole 
to recording instruments, but was soon 
to specialize on electric motor starters, 
speed regulators, and switches. The 
first advertising appeared August 12, 
1893. 

It was that year that the Chicago 
partnership was incorporated as the 
Cutler-Hammer Manufacturing Co. In 
1898 the American Rheostat Co., which 
had been organized in 1895, acquired 
the Cutier-Hammer Manufacturing Co., 
using the old corporate name. 

Step by step the company kept pace 
over the years with the electrical power 
development in civilian and military 
fields. Since the outbreak of the present 
war Cutier-Hammer has jumped volume 
of production to around 400 percent. 
Instead of a normal volume grossing 
around $3,000.000 a month. the com- 
pany is certain to top $50,000.000 this 
year, it is said. 

At the anniversary celebration Presi- 
dent Bacon told the veteran employees 
that “as loyal Americans and as loyal 
employees of Cutler-Hammer our re- 
sponsibility is great. The success of our 
efforts now will help determine the 
course for the next 50 years.” 


Get Army-Navy Award 


Among the industrial plants recently 
selected to receive the joint Army-Navy 
production award were the Ontario 
Works plant, General Electric Co., On- 
tario, Calif.; Tractor Works, Allis- 
Chalmers Manufacturing Co., Spring- 
field, Ill., and Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Co., East Springfield, 


Mass. 


Reliance Dividend 


Reliance Electric & Engineering Co. 
has declared a dividend of 25 cents a 
share on the common shares, payable 
December 28 to stockholders of record 
December 18, bringing to $1 the amount 
for te year. This compares to divi- 
dends totaling $1.50 in 1941. 
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Field Reports on Business 


Considerable electrical equipment continues to be involved in the production 
for war purposes. Government restrictions have curtailed utility buying 
to a great extent and, as shortages continue to grow, merchandise sales are 
declining. Retail sales, stimulated by the usual holiday activity, are moving 


to new highs. 


NEW YORK 


Retail sales, stimulated by the usual 
holiday activity, are moving to new highs 
in the New York area. Last week the Fed- 
eral Reserve Board placed the gain at 9 
percent over the corresponding week a 
year ago while noting, in another report, 
that department store sales throughout the 
nation were also up 9 percent for the week 
ending December 5. Philadelphia leads the 
east in retail activity with an 11 percent 
gain over the corresponding 1941 week. 

In the Pittsburgh area, some lines of 
economic activity fluctuated widely but 
the level of business in the district showed 
only a moderate change, according to the 
bureau of business research of the Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh. 

Engineering construction volume for the 
week, $85,268,000, is 44 percent higher 
than the total for the corresponding 1941 
week, but declines 17 percent from the 
week previous, according to Engineering 
News-Record. The current week’s volume 
brings the 1942 construction total to $9,- 
120,618,000, an increase of 585 percent over 
the $5,751,563.000 reported for the 50- 
week period last year. 


NEW ENGLAND 


The regional division of the WPB an- 
nounces that $10,000.000 has been allocated 
to expansion in small industrial plants in 
New England in the last quarter, of which 
70 percent represented loans under $50,000 
and 52 percent loans under $25,000, while 
only 3 loans out of 139 exceeded $250,000. 
This indicates that such plants are taking 
a much larger part in war production than 
hitherto, and such developments involve 
substantial outlays for electrical equip- 
ment and supplies. There is little change at 
present in the high peak of industrial 
production required in this area, although 
shifts in emphasis on war materiel to meet 


increasing air power needs may modify 
outputs in factories. At this writing the 


power industry is meeting all demands for 
service with flying colors and power ration- 
ing appears remote. 

United Illuminating Co., New Haven and 
Bridgeport, is purchasing over 8,000 fiber 
shields for street lighting dimouts. The 
sale of infrared equipment for war mate- 
rial processing is very active in lower Con- 
necticut. Marine electrical equipment is 
moving in large volume. A 190-kw. emer- 
gency power plant has been installed by 
the New England Telephone system at its 
Milk Street building, in Boston, together 
with a 5,000-amp. storage battery to handle 
increasing traffic. Half of the surgical de- 
partment of the new Hartford, Conn., Hos- 
pital complete with electrical and other 
equipment, totaling $117,300. has been an- 
nounced as a gift in memory of the late 
Edward Clinton Terry, founder of the 
Terry Steam Turbine Co., of that city. 

The U.S. government has taken over 
the former Rolls-Royce plant at Spring- 
field, Mass., for the duration. Gov. Salton- 
stall (Massachusetts) has urged conversion 
of oil to coal-burning equipment, and state 
institutions are rapidly making this change. 
Cornell-Dubilier Corp. has been allocated 
$250,000 for plant expansion in New Eng- 
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land. Heavy duty naval cranes have been 
purchased for New England service, aggre- 
gating $500,000. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Pacific Gas & Electric Co.’s proposed Pit 
River No. 5 power plant has been approved 
by California Railroad Commission. The 
plant will cost $21,280,000 and enlarge- 
ments totaling $3,750,000 will be made to 
the Newark and Contra Costa substations. 
New transmission lines, costing $5,000,000, 
are also planned for the plant to serve 
Vacaville and Dixon to be built when 
supply conditions permit. 

Industrial developments include consid- 
erable activity in opening new mines in 
Elko and other Nevada districts and a 
$2,000,000 addition to Northrop aircraft 
plant in Los Angeles County. Despite 
lumber under-production and the re-open- 
ing of every mill which can help, electrical 
business is comparatively small from this 
source. Allis-Chalmers reports sale of sev- 
eral used 750 kv. steam turbine units to 
lumber mills. Fifty-five percent of the 
cargo boats turned over to Mar/\ime Com- 
mission during November were built in 
Pacific Coast yards and shipyard electrical 
business has now changed over from heavy 
yard and way construction material to 
maintenance equipment and shipfittings. 

Orders and prospective orders include 
1,500 space heaters for U.S. Engineers at 
various points in Los Angeles area; sev- 
eral groups of water heaters for Coast 
Guard installations; five electrical distribu- 
tion systems for air bases in southern Cali- 
fornia and Arizona; $7,719 bus insulators 
and $27.762 of Westinghouse arresters for 
Mead substation and $4,900 transformers 
for Vernita station, both of Bonneville sys- 
tem; $40,000 of extremely special equip- 
ment for electronic research at University 
of California and $67,500 of Navy cable. 


CHICAGO 


Reports from the various branches of 
the electrical industry show mixed ten- 
dencies but, on the whole, the sales trend 
is apparently downward. Of nineteen man- 
ufacturers reporting November sales to the 
Electric Association, twelve showed de- 
clines from the previous month while ten 
had gains over a year ago. 

Government restrictions have necessarily 
curtailed utility buying to a great extent 
and merchandise sales are declining as 
shortages continue to grow. Electric power 
output is climbing steadily and now stands 
9 percent ahead of last year at this time. 
The large contractors continue to maintain 
a high rate ot activity but the smaller 
fellows are gradually falling away as the 
going becomes increasingly tougher. 

The city electrical department has _ re- 
quested bids on 10,000 feet of two-conduc- 
tor and 10,000 feet of ten-conductor 600- 
volt rubber-insulated, lead-sheathed cable. 

During the past week 70 companies in 
this area received 119 war orders. Electrical 


equipment contracted for included, Chi- 
cago Felxible Shaft Co., reflector type 
heaters; Federal Electric Co., miscellane- 


ous supplies; Lindberg Engineering Co., 
electric furnaces; Van Cleef Brothers, tape. 
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There was little activity the past week among electric light and power stocks and bonds. 
“Electrical World” stock index went to 19.8: previous week, 19.7: last year, 19.1. 
Bonds dropped to 103.4 from 103.5 previous week; last year, 104.7 





High Court Upholds 
SEC on PSS. of NJ. 


The United States Supreme Court 
last week refused to review a decision 
of the Third Circuit Court of Appeals 
upholding a Securities and Exchange 
Commission ruling that Public Service 
Corp. of New Jersey is a subsidiary of 
United Gas Improvement Co. and 
United Corp. (ELectricaL Wor.p, Au- 
gust 22, page 72; November 21, page 
9). The Supreme Court’s action makes 
Public Service subject to “death sen- 
tence” provisions of the Holding Com- 
pany Act. 

Prior to the lower court decision, 
Public Service had requested the SEC 
to determine that it was not a sub- 
sidiary of either U.G.I. or the United 
Corp., although those companies own 
between them 42.3 percent of all the 
outstanding voting securities of Public 
Service. The commission denied the 
application on the grounds that Public 
Service did not sustain the burden of 
proving that it is not controlled by the 
two holding companies, or subject to 
their controlling influence. 

The lower court decision, upholding 
the SEC’s contention, said. in part: 

“United and U.G.I.’s ownership of 
(Public Service’s) voting securities has 
enabled them at any time to pass or 
defeat resolutions and to break quorum, 
and afford them an absolute vote as to 
all matters requiring a class vote, or a 
two-thirds vote.” 


Holders of General Gas 
Start $79,175,000 Suit 


Minority stockholders of General Gas 
& Electric Corp. have started an action 
involving $79.175,000 in Supreme Court 
in New York against fourteen members 
of a group which formerly controlled 
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the company. The plaintiffs charged 
that the corporation was defrauded of 
that amount as a result of the sale in 
1929 of a controling interest to the 
Associated Gas & Electric Co. 

The defendants, including William 
S. Barstow, formerly General Gas 
president, denied the charges and 
asked for a dismissal of the complaint 
under the statute of limitations. 


National Protests 
Stock Exchange Ban 


The 24,000 stockholders of National 
Power & Light Co. were told last week 
in a letter from P. B. Sawyer, the com- 
pany’s president, that the recent order 
of the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission, stopping at the end of the year 
an exchange offer by which the 
company had already retired over 
$10,000,000 of its preferred stock 
(ELectricAL Wortp, December 12, 
page 82), would seriously interfere 
with the SEC’s previous order calling 
for the company’s dissolution. Stock; 
holders were advised that the company 
had filed an application with the com- 
mission for a rehearing of the matter. 

Pointing out that all but $60,000 of 
the company’s entire debt has now been 
retired, the letter said that if the ex- 
change offer were fully consummated, 
$25,000,000 of the preferred stock lia- 
bility would be eliminated and there 
would remain less than $3,000,000 
claims ahead of the common stock. The 
company believes, Mr. Sawyer declared, 
that cash and minor assets could cover 
the remaining outstanding preferred 
stock, which would leave for the com- 
mon stock of the company its holdings 
in Pennsylvania Power & Light Co., 
Carolina Power & Light Co. and Bir- 
mingham Electric Co., subsidiaries. 
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“No other method has been suggested 
which in our opinion would bring about 
the liquidation of National as economi- 
cally or as expeditionsly,” Mr. Sawyer 
said, 

The company offered early this year 
to exchange two shares of the common 
stock of Houston Lighting & Power Co. 
for each share of its own $6 preferred 
stock up to 90 percent of preferred hold- 
ings. 
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Utah P. & L. Files 
Simplification Plan 


Utah Power & Light Co., a subsidiary 
of Electric Power & Light Co., sub- 
holding unit of Electric Bond & Share 
Co., recently filed a refinancing and cor- 
porate simplification program with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission. 
Under the proposed plan the company 
declares its intention of issuing $44,- 
000,000 of first and general mortgage 
bonds to redeem a like amount of pres- 
ently outstanding securities, and absorb 
two subsidiaries, Utah Light & Traction 
Co. and Western Colorado Power Co. 

Proceeds from the sale of the new 
issue would be applied toward redemp- 
tion of $44,224,000 of bonds of Utah 
Power & Light and Utah Light & Trac- 
tion. The new bond issue would be 
composed of $37,000,000 principal 
amount of first mortgage bonds, due 
1973, and $7,000,000 principal amount 
of general mortgage bonds, due 1958, 
the latter to be retired at or before 
maturity through the operation of a 
sinking fund. 
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Street Lighting Bill Cut 


An approximate $26,200 reduction 
in Louisville, Ky., street lighting bill, 
which was $268,000 for the past twelve 
months, has been announced by Mayor 
Wyatt following a meeting with Walter 
Myers, manager of electrical sales for 
the Louisville Gas & Electric Co., and 
L. G. Dahl, company rate engineer. 





Utility Reports 


—— 


Net Income 
1942 1941 

*American Power & Light 

and subs ............... $6,786,736 $9,833,617 
tArkansas Power & Light.... 1,526,531 —_‘!,7/9,590 
tBirmingham Electric ...... 1,124,339 833,673 
tCarolina Power & Light.... 2,435,137 3,208,536 
tElectric Power & Light and 

ME \cucdacwass ofaswones 8,809,109 6,880,960 
tEngineers Pub. Serv. and 

MO. noes aon caves a 4,112,632 4,680,374 
tFlorida Power & Light..... 1,749,046 2,658,515 
¢Kansas City Power & Light 3,022,069 3,479,689 
+Minnesota Power & Light.. 1,468,283 |, 706,262 
+Montana Power and subs.. 3,004,892 3,585,097 
+Nebraska Power .......... 1,414,697 682,454 
+Northwestern Electric ..... 650,999 494,299 
tPacific Pwr. & Lt. and sub 793,348 350, 187 
tPennsylvania Pwr. & Lt..... 5,184,052 7 632,298 





* Twelve months ended September 30. 
t Twelve months ended October 31. 


——— 
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Kelvinator Compiles 
Training Manual 


Recognizing the important current 
need to train thousands of new emer- 
gency refrigeration-service men to meet 
the impending manpower-shortage crisis 
with which the refrigeration industry is 
faced. the Kelvinator Division of Nash- 
Kelvinator Corp. has compiled a new 
manual designed to provide dealers with 
a simplified means of efficiently training 
the many people who will be needed to 
keep the nation’s refrigerators going 
for the duration. 

Called “Simplified Training Course 
for Refrigerator Service Men,” the new 
book is being made available this month 
to all appliance retailers throughout the 
country. Written from an industry-wide 
standpoint rather than from a Kelvina- 
tor standpoint alone, the book covers 
service on electric refrigerators in gen- 
eral rather than service only on the com- 
panys own products. The manual is 
pocket-size and treats in detail twelve 
broad subjects covering theory as well 
as service procedure. 

In addition to this manual, Kelvina- 
tor is also providing a thumb-indexed 
book called “Trouble-Shooter’s Guide” 
to help service men quickly diagnose 
refrigerator troubles. 

For public utilities, dealer associa- 
tions and others interested in setting up 
classes ior the training of refrigerator 
service people. Kelvinator is providing 
in addition a 48-page instructor’s man- 

ual which gives material on how classes 
should be conducted as well as com- 
plete outlines of suggested lectures to 
be used in classes. 


Emerson Electric Sales 
Rise Sharply in ‘42 


Emerson Electric Manufacturing Co. 
has reported for its fiscal year ended on 
September 30 a net profit of $671,166 
after providing $1,382,152 for state and 
federal taxes, including $1.087,700 fed- 
eral excess profits tax. The net was 
equal. after dividend requirements on 
the preferred stock, to $1.57 a common 
share and compared with $384,875, or 
83 cents a common share, earned in 
the jrevious fiscal year, when taxes 
were only $154,500. 

Net sales rose to $52.869,704 from 
$7,652.833 the year before, W. S. Sy- 
mington, president, announced. “After 
victory. Emerson will continue to grow 
a it as in recent years,” he added. 
“Its normal products identified with 
houseliold, commercial and industrial 
electrical appliances will then be in 
unprecedented demand, and it is our 
Intention to continue in the field of air- 
plane accessories.” 
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Sales Opportunities 


NEBRASKA—Nebraska Power Co., Omaha, 
plans extensions in transmission lines, in- 
cluding relocation of certain lines. Applica- 
tion has been made for permission. 





TeNnNEsseEE—War Department has au- 
thorized new air force base, including 
steel hangars, shops and other industrial 
structures. Electrical equipment will be 
installed, with power substation facilities 
and distribution lines, including under- 
ground system, for airfield, industrial and 
residential service. Entire project will cost 
over $5,000,000 and will be supervised by 
U.S. District Engineer Office, Mobile, Ala. 


Cotorapo—Ore & Chemical Corp., 80 
Broad St., New York, N. Y., has approved 
plans for new mill for handling of lead 
and zine ores, including several one-story 
units with capacity of 1,000 tons per day. 
Cost reported close to $500,000, with ma- 
chinery and electrical equipment, includ- 
ing power substation facilities. Work is 
scheduled to begin at once. 


Wasnincton—Civil Aeronautics Admin- 
istration, Washington, D. C., has approved 
additional appropriation of $1,700,000, mak- 
ing total of $2,700,000, for proposed air- 
port, including complete lighting installa- 
tion, underground conduits, control station 
and other facilities. 


New YorK—International Business Ma- 
chines Corp., 590 Madison Avenue, New 
York, plans expansion in plant, with in- 
stallation of machinery and_ electrical 
equipment for large output. Cost about 
$1,000,000, with financing by Defense 
Plant Corp. 


MinneEsota—Lake Mining Co., care of 
George C. Shallenberger, manager, Great 
Northern Iron Ore Properties, First Na- 
tional Bank Building, St. Paul, has plans 
under way for development of large tract 
of iron ore property including a power 
house. Entire project will cost about $5,- 
500,000. of which $3,000,000 has been se- 
cured through RFC loan. 


Texas—War Department has authorized 
new military base, with shops, warehouses 
and other industrial buildings, in addition 
to general service structures, barracks, etc. 
Electrical equipment will be installed, with 
power substation and distribution lines. 
Entire development will cost over $5,000.- 
000 and will be supervised by U.S. Dis- 
trict Engineer Office, San Antonio. 


CatirorntiA—Bureau of Reclamation, 
Denver, Colo., has been authorized by the 
Department of Interior, to proceed with 
construction of transmission line across 
desert from Parker Dam and for construc- 
tion of power substation at drop No. 4, 
All-American canal system. Both develop- 
ments previously had been ordered deferred 
by Department. 


Massacuusetts—Cornell-Dubilier Elec- 
tric Corp., South Plainfield, N. J., plans 
expansion in a plant for production of ca- 
pacitors and other apparatus for radio 
service. Machinery and electrical installa- 
tion reported to cost over $250,000, with 
financing by Defense Plant Corp. 


Towa—Central States Electric Co., Cedar 
Rapids, plans extensions in primary and 
secondary lines, including power substa- 
tion and service facilities. Application has 
been made for permission. 


MAssAcuHusetTts — Pacific Mills, Law- 


rence, plan conversion of one of two steam- 


1942 


electric power plants used for textile mill 
service from oil to coal fuel, with installa- 
tion of stokers, coal and ash-handling ma- 
chinery, and auxiliary equipment. Proposed 
to carry out work early in 1943. 


ALABAMA—Reynolds Alleys, Inc., sub- 
sidiary of Reynolds Metals Co., Federal 
Reserve Bank Building, Richmond, Va., 
plans expansion in aluminum alloy mill, 
with installation of machinery and elec- 
trical equipment for large increased pro- 
duction, All machinery, it is understood, 
will be electrically operated. Entire proj- 
ect will cost over $2,900,000, with financ- 
ing by Defense Plant Corp. 


Arkansas—Civil Aeronautics Adminis- 
tration, Washington, D. C., plans extensions 
and improvements in airport, including in- 
stallation of additional lighting equipment 
for various operating service. 


Ca.irorniA—Nevada-California Electric 
Corp., Riverside, has contracted with U.S. 
District Engineer Office, Los Angeles, for 
extensions in transmission line for service 
at a government development. 


IpanHo—War Department has approved 
plans for new air force base with steel 
hangars, shops, warehouses and other in- 
dustrial buildings. Electric equipment will 
be installed. A power substation is planned 
with distribution system for light and 
power service. Entire project will cost in 
excess of $5,000,000 and will be super- 
vised by U.S. District Engineer Office, 
Portland, Ore. 


ILt1Ino1is — Commodity Credit Corp.., 
Washington, D. C., and 208 South La 
Salle Street, Chicago, federal agency, plans 
series of eight hemp-processing mills, each 
comprising a main production unit and 
auxiliary structures, estimated to cost about 
$350,000, making total of $2,800,000 for 
project, including machinery and _ elec- 
trical equipment. Financing by Defense 
Plant Corp. 


Anizona—U. S. District Engineer Office, 
751 South Figueroa Street, Los Angeles, 
plans an electrical distribution system at 
an auxiliary operating base. Leeds, Hill, 
Barnard & Jewett, 601 West Sixth Street, 
Los Angeles, are architects and engineers. 


Texas—War Department has authorized 
new air force installation, with hangars, 
shops, warehouses and other industrial 
structures. Electrical equipment will be 
installed, with power substation and dis- 
tribution system for light and power serv- 
ice. Cost estimated close to $5,000,000. 
Project will be supervised by U.S. District 
Engineer Office, Denison. 


Affirm Arkansas P.&L. 
Refund Order 


The $625,000 refund by the Arkan- 
sas Power & Light Co. ordered by the 
Arkansas Utility Commission (ELEc- 
TRICAL Wortp, December 12, page 79) 
was affirmed recently by Judge Auten 
of the Second Division Circuit Court. 
Transcripts were immediately begun 
for appeal tc the Arkansas Supreme 
Court. 
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Welding Equipment 


Complete equipment for automatic arc 
welding with heavily coated electrodes in 
cut lengths is particularly designed to work 


Automatic arc n quipment. 
Electric Co., Schene 


General 


where one or more complete joints can be 
made with a single electrode. Mechanism 
includes a clamp for holding any standard 
stick and for transmitting cur- 
rent to it. Clamp is attached to the end 
of a feed rod upon which feed rolls 
operate to maintain proper arc voltage 
through thyratron control. The electrode is 
guided to maintain are in a predetermined 
location. Limit switches govern the ex- 
tremes of movement in both directions. 


| . 
electrode 


two 


Blower 


Small portable unit for eliminating gases 
and fumes in welding tunnels and 
basements has adapters for three 4-in. noz- 
zles or four 3-in. nozzles for flexible hose, 
with caps to close nozzles when not in use. 


rooms, 


4-N¢C ring 
2,000 c.f.m.: operates in any pos 
0 Ib. Chelsea Fan & Blower Co., Inc 
Srove St., Irvington, N. J 


SITION: we 
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Each 4-in. hose will exhaust 250 c.f.m.., 
each 3-in. hose over 200 c.f.m. Entire unit 


may be hung in small manhole. 


Flow Recorder 


wo-pen electric flow meter. 
Z 
17th 


: Cochrane Corp., 
& Allegheny Ave., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Useful where panel space is at a pre- 
mium, new two-pen electric flow meter 
makes it possible to have two related 
flow records on the same chart for ready 
comparison. Consisting of two complete 
flow meter receivers which can be swung 
out and operated in this position, the device 
has a clearly visible red target which moves 
to right or left from the center point on 
the scale, showing at a glance whether 
there is an excess or deficiency of one of 
the quantities with respect to the other. 


Ballast 


Multiple-lamp ballast greatly reduces the 
amount of critical materials required and is 
said to save installation time and reduce 
power consumption. 


a 


shown for operat 
for operation on 

250-280 volts; appli- 

able ) cu in the 265/460-volt Y class. 

Jefferson Electric Co., I 


ing 
i ngin Fines 


+ 


Bellwood, Ill 


Safety Switch 
Weatherproof 
able in 30 to 
Electric Products Co., 50 Paris Street, New- 
ark N. a 


avail- 
Federal 


just-tight safety switch 
1,200 amp. capacity. 


Designed for use in locations where 
switch operation is hampered by dust or 
climate conditions, new safety switch em- 
ploys a heavy rubber gasket plus a cover- 
within-cover, with box corners gas welded 
inside and out. Completely water- and 
dust-proof, the device is closed by a simple 
eye-bolt, wing-nut arrangement. 


BUYING ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT?— 
McGraw-Hill’s Elec!rical Buyers Reference 
is a convenient place to look first for 
manufacturers’ product data, names and 


addresses. 
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Fluorescent Unit 


Wooden fluorescent unit for office and 
drafting room use effects a saving of 27 
lb. of steel for four-lamp unit. Basswood 
louvers provide adequate shielding and are 


"Admiral" office 
three, four and six lamps, “as 
flector board. Wakefield Brass 
ion, Ohio. 


unit, available ‘or two, 
Masonite 


Co., Vermil- 


hinged for easy cleaning and relamping. 
Side frame and exposed-end frame are of 
birch in walnut finish. All wooden pieces 
are anchored with metal pins at the cor- 
ners and cemented with glue to withstand 
humidity changes. 


Bus Protection 


"Type LC-I"' and "Type LC-2 relays and 
linear coupler transformer for tection of 
electric buses. Westinghouse Electric & Mfg. 
Co., East Pittsburgh, Pa 


Linear coupler transformer with linear 
characteristic for all currents eliminates 
the problem of transformer saturation by 
producing a voltage proportional to the 
current through it. “LC-1” relay consists 
of an impedance matching transformer 
with taps to adjust the impedance of the 
secondary circuit, a simple plunger type 
overcurrent element, an auxiliary contac- 
tor switch and an operation indicator. The 
plunger element is calibrated in volt-am- 
pere pickup, adjustable over a range of 
0.5-8 volt-amperes. 


Resuscitator 


Device for restoring breathing action in 
shock or gas victims is strapped to back 
or stomach and adheres to the body through 
suction. Raising and lowering handle at 
normal breathing rate activates muscles, 
causing the patient to inhale and exhale. 
Entirely foolproof, the device may be used 
safely by even a totally inexperienced 
person. 


"Rubber lung," manually operated de 
supplementing prone-pressure treatm= 
victims of shock, fumes and gases. E. 
ard Co., San Francisco, Calif. 
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